PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

THERE is a justifiable feeling against superfluous prefaces,
and the fact that this little volume is entering the third
stage of its existence might appear to suggest that the time
had gone by for explanations. In the present instance,
however, when something like a "new'* book is offered,
an extra word or two may not be altogether out of place.
The old saying, " experience teaches," holds good pre-
eminently in the case of a work of reference; errors of
omission and commission are pointed out in this or that
quarter, and not infrequently a criticism of the kind may
be accepted as the basis of genuine improvement. This
must be my plea in response to objectors who, possessing
the earlier incomplete editions, feel somewhat aggrieved on
learning that such substantial changes and additions have
been made! The very kind reception accorded my original
effort led me to at once embark on labours which, without
any such encouragement, I could scarcely have faced. At
this point I should like to specify the many suggestions
and criticisms from which I have tried to reap profit, but
conditions of space forbid, and I must content myself with
expressing my obligations in one direction only. To Prof,
C. S. Fearenside, who has done such good work in the
department of History proper, I am indebted for exceed-
ingly valuable advice.
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